RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

November 14, 2006

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by 1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire in the absence of President, Norman Briggs.

ROLL CALL: Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Nettie Collins, Opal Hargis, Ginger Mello, Earlene Smith, Walter Stewart and Elinor Wells

OTHERS PRESENT:  Belva Jared and Everett Julkowski

MOTION by Elinor Wells to approve the October 2006 minutes as read, seconded by Opal Hargis and CARRIED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) - In the absence of David Merritt, REOKC’s delegate to CRCEA, Ginger Mello, as acting alternate delegate, reported that it was a good conference.  There was a discussion on Defined Benefits versus Defined Contributions.  At this time we are safe but the topic will come up again in the future.  The one person who stands out as a speaker was Theodore Robinson.  Theodore was a Commander in the Navy in WWII.  He was on PT 118 which rescued the PT 109 crew including John F. Kennedy.  After Commander Robinson lost his boat, he shared a tent with John F. Kennedy for two months and they became good friends.  At our last meeting, David announced that he had requested having the change from two conferences a year to only one put on the agenda for the executive meeting.  This was placed on the agenda and discussed but was never brought to the Business Meeting for a vote by the delegates.
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (CCAPE) - No Report

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of October there were 35 volunteers who worked 107 hours and assisted 1,313 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since 1992 through October 2006 the volunteers assisted 240,854 visitors.  
MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire, announced that our speaker today is Paulanna Hodges from Kern County Health Benefits Office.  Paulanna will give us the latest update on health benefits and open enrollment will end on November 17th.  If any of our members have questions, Paulanna will be able to answer them.

NEWSLETTER – 1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire, announced that there is a mistake in the last newsletter.  The Christmas Luncheon is $10.00, not the $5.00 that is stated in the newsletter.  President, Norman Briggs, has corrected the price on the Web Site.  Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett, stated that she corrected numerous errors in that particular area but didn’t notice the price error.  The other thing that was left out of the newsletter was the names of the Fair workers.  The newsletter left out the programs for November and December and stated that there would be a Board Meeting in December and there is NO Board Meeting in December.

KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) – No one was in attendance.

 MEMBERSHIP – No Report
2008 CRCEA CONFERENCE COMMITTEE – Ginger Mello, Chairperson, announced that she regretfully accepted the resignation of Opal Hargis from the committee.  Opal is cutting back on her activities due to personal and health reasons.  Ginger stated that David Merritt was not able to attend the meeting and Greg Salas was at his very first meeting.  Everett Julkowski felt that the report from Orange County is an excellent tool to use for recruiting members to help with the conference.  Mary Lou Bennett will be the Treasurer for the Committee.  Ginger also stated that she would like to see some of the committee members who have never been to a conference go to a conference so that they can see exactly what we are going to be organizing.  

TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for October 2006.  MOTION by Nettie Collins to approve the Treasurer’s Report for October 2006, seconded by Elinor Wells and CARRIED.  MOTION by Earlene Smith to approve the Claims Payable for October 2006, seconded by Nettie Collins and CARRIED.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 7 County Newsletters, 1 letter from the Post Office on Bulk Mail Use, 2 Bank Statements, 1 Catalog on Heifer Fundraiser, 1 letter on Light up a Life, 2 Satellite Sales.Com and 2 Parks Department Contracts.  Ginger stated that in the 2 contracts the fee that was being charged was something different than she had ever seen before.  There was a $350 fee for the use of South Bakersfield Vets Hall and a $350 fee for the use of Norris Road Vets Hall.  Ginger was told that she could write a letter requesting a waiver of these fees, which she did.  The other thing that was brought to Ginger’s attention was the fact that there is a $25.00 paperwork fee for each building.  The fees ended up being $25.00 for Norris Road, $25.00 for South Bakersfield Vets Hall, $40.00 for set up of Norris Road Vets Hall in July and $200.00 (10 meetings times $20.00) for set up of South Bakersfield Vets Hall which is a total of $290.00.  MOTION by Elinor Wells to pay the $290.00 fee to Parks and Recreation for use of Norris Road Veterans Hall in July and use of South Bakersfield Vets Hall January through June and August through November which includes the set up fee, seconded by Nettie Collins and CARRIED.
OLD BUSINESS:
COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – The last meeting was held on November 1, 2006.  Most of the meeting was a discussion with Jim Sweeney and Steve Greene regarding what the Counties in California are considering doing to the costs of early retiree’s health benefits.  All unions were represented with the exception of Firefighters Local 1301 and CCAPE.  It was interesting to see that the active employees were not aware of the things that could be changing for early retirees.  There was mention of a possible Legislative bill that could help the retirees in this matter.

WEB PAGE – Treasurer, Mary Lou Bennett, stated that President, Norman Briggs, has started training her on the Web Page.  

PAC UPDATE – No Report

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP – No Report

NEW BUSINESS:

BALLOTS ARE READY- Secretary, Ginger Mello, announced that with the Nominating Committee Chairman not in attendance that she will take care of his duties at the General Meeting.

Walter Stewart suggested that when we have a speaker at the General Meeting and they have questions asked of them, please have the speaker repeat the question before giving the answer.  Walter also stated that due to his age and health, that when his turn comes up to be President he will have to decline the position.  Walter will take the responsibility of 2nd Vice President if elected to that position today.

1st Vice President, Jeanne Berkshire, announced that our Christmas Luncheon will be December 12th at Harvest Hall at the Fair Grounds.  Jeanne adjourned the meeting at 11:05 a.m.  Jeanne stated that she feels that if we can get through early, then the members will have a chance to talk to us prior to the General Meeting starting.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary  
